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Reflections on the thirtieth year
"The beauty of the living world. . . has always been uppermost in my mind. ... I have felt bound by
a solemn obligation to do what I could. If I did not at least try I could never again be happy in
Nature, but now I can believe that I at least helped a little.”
Rachel Carson
Founder and honorary chairman
of the Maine Chapter
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The Kennebunk Plains
Chapter able to exercise
purchase option
With less than $40,000 still needed to
ensure its permanent protection, the
Chapter announced plans to exercise its
option to purchase a key section of the
Plains in Kennebunk on October 1st.
"We are hopeful that the generous
support shown so far by Chapter members
and the local community will continue,
bringing us to our $115,000 goal by the
time we must close on the property in
December,” said Kent Wommack, director
of land protection.

Chapter members explore the Plains during
the annual meeting field trip.
The campaign has attracted front page
headlines in many southern Maine news
papers, and local support for the acquisition
has been tremendous. Many local residents
and several businesses have contributed to
the effort.
Although the acquisition will protect
only a portion of the 500-acre sandplain
community, it will provide a sanctuary for
at least five state endangered species of
birds, plants and animals. The preserve will
also protect a significant section of Branch
Brook, the water supply for four local
towns.

mean that the sparrows are having a hard
time finding a place to nest,” he explained.
The breeding success of birds found at
the Plains is also of national concern. Each
year, the National Audubon Society
publishes a "Blue List” of bird species
showing marked decline in population or
range. The list is intended as an early
warning. Listing of birds such as the eastern
bluebird often has been a catalyst, prompting
protective measures. Happily, in some cases
these efforts resulted in population
increases and the species could be dropped
from the list.
Two species that nest on the Kennebunk
Plains, the grasshopper sparrow and the
upland sandpiper, are now on the Blue List.
The grasshopper sparrow has been listed
since 1974. Its populations are reported to be
down in our region (northeastern maritime),
as well as throughout the rest of its range in
Ontario, the Midwest and Great Plains. The
upland sandpiper has been listed since
1975, and Audubon reports that it
"continues to decline in its eastern range
where old-field habitats are maturing or
being replaced.”

In the news
In a recent article entitled "Habitats in
Jeopardy,” York County Coast Star writer
Wanda MacDonough recently asked the
question "Is the future of York County’s
wildlife population secure? After talking
with biologists and others, she concluded
that the answer is "No, probably not.”

Velpar threatens grasshopper
sparrows
The Conservancy’s acquisition of the
107-acre tract on the Plains appears even
more critical in light of ornithologist Peter
Vickery’s recent findings. Peter, who is
completing his third year of research on the
sparrows for the Conservancy, counted 25
nesting pairs on the Kennebunk Plains in
1985. This year, just 15 pairs nested
successfully.
"It’s clear that application of the
herbicide Velpar [on the Plains land not
under option to TNC] has caused a
significant decline in the plants that are
critical to the sparrows’ habitat,” said Peter.
Velpar is used by commercial blueberry
growers to eliminate competing vegetation
from their fields at the Plains. Vickery is
also concerned that a number of birds
stayed at the Plains all summer but did not
nest. "The presence of these 'floaters’ may
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Ed Richardson, Chapter secretary, getting a
few close-ups of the northern blazing stars.

In her summary, she expressed the
concerns we all share. "Although public
awareness is growing about how tenuous
the hold on survival is for wild animals
whose habitats are intruded upon, time and
money for needed preservation projects
often falls short. More research is needed to
determine the appropriate ratio of develop
ment to open spaces, the 'holding’
capability of an area, the delicate balance
between nature’s and human needs. Until
then no one knows for sure when the
moment will come, or where the line will be
crossed, and what resources that now exist
will be lost, never to be reclaimed.”
Fortunately for the wildlife at the
Kennebunk Plains, Conservancy members
and local conservationists have shown their
commitment to making sure that time and
money will not fall short. Thanks to this
foresight and generosity, the grasshopper
sparrow will have a place to nest and the
northern blazing star will continue to bloom
on the Kennebunk Plains.

Trade lands contribute
to Big Reed Pond campaign
The sale of two trade lands has added
over $35,000 toward the Chapter’s goal of
$1.1 million for the acquisition and
protection of Big Reed Pond.
One trade land, a woodlot in the Sebago
area, was bequeathed to the Conservancy
by Dorothea Grant. It was sold to neighbors
who held a right-of-first-refusal on the
property. The sale of the other, a boathouse,
completed the consolidation of the Eustis
Preserve. (See related article on page three.)
Both properties were carefully inventoried
for their ecological features; the boathouse
property was sold subject to tight restrictions
on further development.
Trade lands are properties without
significant natural features which are given
to the Conservancy for resale. The proceeds
from trade land sales are used to protect
outstanding natural areas throughout
Maine and are an extremely valuable source
of support for the Chapter’s land protection
efforts. It is anticipated that the long-term
protection of Big Reed will cost nearly $1.1
million, and that trade land gifts will
account for an important percentage of that
goal.
For more information about how the gift
of a trade land can help the Chapter
preserve Big Reed’s 3,800 acres of old
growth forest, two isolated ponds and
special wildlife, please see the insert in the
center of this newsletter or contact Kent
Wommack at the Chapter office (729-5181).

fa*
Bob Butler, former Chapter chairman and
trustee.

The annual meeting
The annual meeting, held September 6 in
the Kennebunk area, was enjoyed by over
one hundred members, trustees and staff.
Field trip participants were treated to one of
the finest days of the summer, and the
comfortable setting and terrific dinner
provided by the Unicorn and Lion
restaurant put a fine finish to the day.
Former Chapter chairman and trustee
Bob Butler was honored for his outstanding
dedication and more than a decade of work
on behalf of the Maine Chapter. He was
presented with an album of photographs
showing many of the lands protected by the
Chapter during his years on the board.
Robert Stewart was presented with a
framed photograph of common eiders in
recognition of his six years of service on the
board of trustees. Bob’s contribution of
time and energy as chairman of the
stewardship and nominating committees
will be missed.

Eustis Preserve
The Eustis estate in Five Islands, known
as Ledgewood, was given to the Conservancy
in 1966 subject to a life tenancy for Mr.
Warner Eustis and his wife. It was his desire
to "provide a quiet, natural breeding and
shelter area where wildlife can propagate
and breed, as unmolested as possible.”
After Mr. Eustis’ death, when Mrs. Eustis
became unable to use the property, she gave
up her life tenancy, and with her approval,
the Chapter Board decided to sell the
buildings as trade lands, reserving more
than 40 acres of shore and woods as a nature
sanctuary.
The main house and outbuildings were
sold to a couple who are fully supportive of

the conservation restrictions on the
property. Another building, a boathouse,
was recently sold to an area resident who
plans to continue using it as a boathouse.
The boathouse was also sold subject to
strict conservation restrictions. The proceeds
from the sale of these trade lands will help in
the long-term protection of Big Reed Pond.
Mrs. Eustis died last year, leaving a
generous bequest to the Maine Chapter.
These funds will be used to further land
protection work in Maine.
Visitors to the Eustis Preserve are asked
to use the small parking lot just beyond the
boathouse and to respect the private
property at the end of the road.

New tax laws
With the most sweeping federal tax
reform bill ever legislated nearing passage, it
seems that just about everyone is asking,
"What does this mean for me?”
The answer, of course, varies with
individual circumstances, but a few general
trends are apparent—especially with regard
to charitable contributions to groups like
The Nature Conservancy.
If you are like most of us, you normally
put off thinking about your taxes until
about a week before they are due. This year,
if you wait until next April it will be too late.
It is clear that the proposed changes in the
tax laws will make charitable gifts relatively
more expensive for many people, starting in
1987. Also, people who do not itemize may
not be able to deduct any of their charitable
contributions under the proposed changes.
To help you take full advantage of the
current tax savings available for charitable
gifts, we suggest the following:
• Increase annual appeal giving this fall.
All gifts postmarked before January 1, 1987
will qualify for deductibility under the
current (generally higher) rates.
• Accelerate capital gifts in 1986 to take
advantage of the current tax structure. For
instance, this may be the year to consider a
gift to the Big Reed Pond effort, to become a
lifetime member of the Conservancy or to
donate a special piece of land.
• Establish a charitable fund in your
name. Major contributions made to the
Maine Chapter in 1986 can be earmarked
for a separate account. This fund can then
be used in the future to pay dues or make

special capital gifts at your discretion. Due
to administrative and accounting costs,
however, such funds must be established
with at least $5,000.
One of the most important changes is the
proposed elimination of preferential
treatment for capital gains on the sale of
appreciated assets, such as stocks or
property. This provision will mean that in
many cases it will be more beneficial
financially to donate highly appreciated
stocks or property this year than to sell
them next year. See the special insert in this
issue for more details.
Of course, tax considerations are only a
small part of the reason people donate to a
charity. But if you want to help save Maine’s
natural areas while saving yourself money
too, this may very well be the year to act.
For more information, please contact
Mason Morfit or Kent Wommack at the
Chapter office, 729-5181.

November bond issues
Two important bond issues will appear
on the November ballot which would
provide significant public funding for land
protection in Maine.
The Coastal initiative (Bond Question
#6) would provide $10 million for coastal
needs, including over $3 million for land
acquisition and coastal access. Most of this
would be available to municipalities to
acquire targeted lands on a match basis.
The Fish and Wildlife initiative (Bond
Question #8) would provide $5 million for
the acquisition of wildlife lands, including
habitat for Maine’s rare and endangered
species. This is a very important step in our
efforts to protect Maine’s most critical
natural areas. Chapter members are urged
to support both of these initiatives at the
polls on November 4.
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Reflections on the thirtieth year
It began with a postcard bearing a picture
of a unique holly forest on Fire Island, New
York.
Dorothea Marston, the postcard’s
recipient, made a small contribution to help
acquire the forest and became a member of
The Nature Conservancy, which had begun
just five years earlier. She later recalled her
role, "Then came a nudge from the national
office: Why not form a Maine Chapter? So
fifteen or so members of the national
organization scattered over Maine and a few
others known to be interested in this were
invited to a meeting in 1956. After
considerable discussion they agreed that a
chapter should be formed. A month later
by-laws were adopted and a formal
application made to the national office for
the chartering of a chapter.”
Nine people, including Rachel Carson,
who served as honorary chairman of the
Chapter until her death in 1964, were at the
first meeting in Wiscasset. Without the
dedication of these volunteers, and all that
followed, the Maine Chapter would have
remained a nice idea—and nothing more.
The early trustees discovered that there was
plenty to do; in addition to completing the
involved paperwork and legal details
necessary to establish the Chapter, they had
to recruit members, raise funds and
research potential acquisitions.
Ed Richardson, currently Chapter
secretary, has held a wide variety of Chapter
offices, including chairman, trustee and
legal advisor. He was one of many people
unable to resist Dorothea’s urgings to join
TNC and get involved. He remembers how
things got done in those first years, "There
was no staff. The trustees did everything,
and the person who kept the Chapter
organized was Dorothea. She had this habit
of sending out little memos: 'Did you see
this? We need to work on this.’ Then the
next day you’d get a phone call: 'Did you see
my memo?’ ”
Throughout the nation, concern was
growing over the thoughtless and rapid
destruction of the environment. Rachel
Carson was writing her book, Silent Spring,
which was to shock Americans into trying
to stop the desecration before it was too
late. In Maine, the Kennebec and Andro
scoggin were two of the nation’s most
polluted rivers. By 1962, pollution had
closed 67,000 acres of Maine’s shorelines to
the taking of shellfish. To control spruce
budworm, the state routinely sprayed
thousands of pounds of DDT over Maine’s
millions of acres of forest lands. A nuclearpowered aluminum plant was proposed for
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a site in Trenton, overlooking Acadia
National Park.
The Chapter’s newsletter captured this
sense of urgency: "What we have saved and
what we may save in the next few years will
be all the true wild nature that will remain to
pass on from generation to generation. Land
is what they are not making any more of.”
Trustee John McKee, writing in Time of
Decision, predicted that "sooner than we
think, people may be making pilgrimages to
primeval areas—areas such as Maine alone
of the eastern states may have.”
The basic groundwork completed, the
Maine Chapter began to steadily acquire
and protect some of Maine’s most beautiful
and treasured places. Chairman Charles
Heywood knew of one such place; a
mountain slope where a clear stream
cascaded over granite ledges in a series of
sparkling waterfalls. Thanks in large
measure to his hard work, in 1961 Step
Falls in Newry became the Chapter’s first
preserve.
In the years that followed, the Con
servancy’s efficient, flexible and innovative
approach to land conservation helped
protect many other Maine lands that
would have otherwise been lost. Through
gifts and purchases, the all-volunteer group
acquired nearly three dozen preserves in its
first 13 years.
For example, Turtle Island in Frenchman
Bay was scheduled to be cleared of its
spruce and fir forest for pulp. When Mrs.
John Crenshaw heard this, she contacted
the owner and timber contractor and found
that they were willing to sell to a
conservation buyer. She notified Chapter

Rachel Carson

officials, who immediately inspected th<
island and agreed to its purchase.
Another classic story is the acquisition o
Dram Island in Sorrento. The island wa:
owned by a minister who had once beer
taken with the idea of owning a Maim
island. He was willing to part with it in ordei
to fill a more pressing need: a church organ
Mr. and Mrs. Bayard Ewing bought ar
organ, traded it for the island, and donatec
the island to the Conservancy.
In 1969, the Chapter trustees hired theii
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Timing is critical in rhe Maine Chapter's effort
to save endangered natural areas, bur it is also
important in donations of appreciated real
property.
With rax reform nearing final passage, Conser
vancy members may have their best chance ever
to help save Maine's important natural areas while
also saving themselves money through a gift of
real estate.
The reason is simple: proposed changes in rhe
rax codes (expected to rake effect next year)
would lower rhe rax rotes. For many individuals in
higher income brockets, rhe rax benefit of a gift
would be cur nearly in half. Furthermore, rhe resale
value of investment properties would go down if
current rax benefits (depreciation, deduction of
interest, etc.) are no longer allowed.
Naturally, land donated to rhe Conservancy will
be just as welcome next year, or any year after
that. Dut if you ore considering a donation of real
estate, now may be rhe best rime for you to
realize rhe largest possible tax savings from your
gift.

Trade lands ore properties that do nor harbor
rare or endangered species. They can be
developed or undeveloped; urban or rural; air or
mineral rights. The Conservancy evaluates trade
land gifts for ecological significance, places
restrictions when necessary, rhen sells rhe real
estate to fund its uniquely effective land protection
programs.
We will welcome rhe opportunity to work with
you to complete a trade land gift during 1986.
Please remember, though, that rime is short. To
conclude a trade land gift this year, please detach
and return this cord or coll us ar (207) 729-5181 by
November 1 7, 1986.

‘

Free financial analysis
If you own appreciated property—either
developed or undeveloped—which you plan to
sell in rhe near future, please call Kent Wommack,
Director of Land Protection, or rhe Chapter office.
Under the proposed tax code changes, many
landowners may benefit more financially from a
trade land gift in 1986 than a marker sole next
year. We would be happy to provide you with a
free analysis to determine rhe relative benefits to
you of a trade land gift.

Yes, I would like to consider o land
donation during 1986 to rhe Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy.
1
i*
i

‘

Nome _______________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City _________________________________________________

Store _____________________________ Zip________________

Home telephone______________________________________

Office telephone ______________________________________

Best rime to call _______________________________________
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by J. Mason Morfit, executive director

As this is my first appearance in Maine
Legacy, I should introduce myself as the new
director of the Maine Chapter, effective
August 1.
I have been with The Nature Conservancy
for 10 years, the first five as development
director in the Eastern Regional Office in
Boston, and the most recent five as vice
president for development in the national
office in Washington. Last year was spent
on sabbatical, primarily in New Zealand,
where I had a chance to do some pro bono
work for Kiwi conservation groups.
During the past decade I have had the
good fortune to have played a part,
primarily as a fund raiser, in several Maine
Chapter acquisitions. Among these are
Great Wass, Placentia and Long Porcupine
islands, several preserves encompassed
within the "Islands of Life” campaign and,
most recently, Great Duck Island. I also had
a hand in augmenting the Chapter’s Land

Preservation Fund, which provides revolving
internal loans for future acquisitions.
Despite this long and happy association
with the Maine Chapter, and 15 years as a
seasonal resident on Mount Desert Island, I
feel that I still have a great deal to learn. I
hope that as many of you as possible will
contribute to my education by writing,
calling or dropping in at the Chapter office.
I owe many thanks to Kent Wommack,
who served as acting director between John
Jensen’s departure and my arrival, and to
the entire staff of the Maine Chapter for a
level of effort and performance well above
the normal call of duty. Despite being shorthanded, they launched two major land
acquisition projects, Big Reed Pond and the
Kennebunk Plains, while pushing ahead on
many other fronts.
Finally, on the occasion of the Chapter’s
30th anniversary, I think all of us should
thank the small band of original incor
porators who founded the Maine Chapter
three decades ago. Well before many of us

realized how little of Maine’s precious
natural heritage remained in an unspoiled
state, or how rapidly the remainder was
being degraded and destroyed, these
intrepid individuals had the vision to
undertake the protection of Maine’s rarest
and most threatened flora and fauna
through private citizen action.
Unfortunately, we don’t have a complete
history of those early years, but it’s easy to
imagine the general situation: no staff,
virtually no money in the bank, long trips
by the trustees on weekends to talk to
prospective donors, correspondence done
in longhand on kitchen tables, membership
files in a tin box full of 3 x 5 cards,
newsletters cranked out in smeary purple
on a borrowed mimeograph, etc.
The founding trustees had to have been
optimists by nature. But how many of them
anticipated that, in the relatively short span
of 30 years, the Maine Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy would have protected
more than 25,000 acres, worth many
millions of dollars, and be the steward of 71
outstanding nature preserves throughout
the state?
We are obviously indebted to the
founding trustees, and to the legions of
member-volunteers who continued their
work in the years that followed. Today,
with the effects of development on the
Maine landscape almost daily front page
news, we can most appropriately express
our gratitude by pledging to continue their
legacy of achievement.
Personally, I’m inspired by the challenge,
grateful for the opportunity, and look
forward to working with all of you toward
that end.

Mary Droege

first executive director. Charles Bradford,
who had served as Chapter chairman and
trustee, had just retired from the state parks
department. For the next ten years, to many
people Brad was the Maine Chapter. His
commitment to Maine’s natural areas
resulted in the protection of many of the
lands the Chapter holds today.
By the end of its second decade, the
Chapter had protected more than 80
parcels of land, adding up to more than
10,000 acres.
i
The Conservancy now owns and manages
. 71 preserves throughout the state, and has
[ protected more than 25,000 acres of
Maine’s finest lands. The Chapter owes this
outstanding achievement to the support
and commitment of its members. In just 30
years, the Chapter membership has grown
from a few dozen dedicated souls to more
than 10,000.
In a letter to friends, Rachel Carson
expressed her thoughts about conservation:
"I think you understand this in me... my
feeling for whatever beautiful and untouched
, oases of natural beauty remain in the world,
my belief that such places can bring those
who visit them the peace and spiritual
refreshment that 'civilization’ makes so
difficult to achieve, and consequently my
conviction that whenever and wherever
possible, such places must be preserved ...”
Rachel Carson devoted her life to
teaching about and helping to preserve our
natural world. The Nature Conservancy
appealed to her because it was the only
group "doing something practical about
actually preserving areas.” Today, the
Maine Chapter has grown to meet the
undiminished need to protect Maine’s
natural heritage, but Miss Carson’s original
vision remains. For, as she observed, "If no
one ever thinks of it, it certainly won’t
happen; but if someone does think hard
enough, it just might.”
by Ruth Arm Hill

the director's corner
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heritage
by John Albright, heritage program director

L. Paul Grey pushed aside his pie plate,
took a sip of coffee, leaned his chair back
into the sunlight that was working its way
into the kitchen, and said "You know, there
is a pretty little blue that I’ve collected in
Nova Scotia. Oh, it’s a gorgeous bug! It’s
Lycaeides, different from the silvery blue we
have here, which is Lygdamus."
We were talking about the group of
butterflies collectively called the blues. I was
specifically interested in the silvery blue
(Lygdamus glaucopsyche cooperi), and was
pressing Paul for information about it when
he mentioned the Lycaeides.
"Is this blue known in Maine?” I asked.
"Oh no. I’ve only seen this particular
subspecies in Nova Scotia.”
"What is its food plant?”
"Crowberry, which is Empetrum nigrum,
you know. The little butterfly’s Latin
subspecific name is empetri for the
crowberry.”
I knew that crowberry is abundant along
parts of Maine’s downeast coast. It is a
small, heathy plant that grows in thick mats
in coastal peatlands, and on peaty headlands
and islands.
"Paul,” I said, "we have lots of crowberry
here in Maine. Do you think this blue might
be in Maine?”
"Well, I don’t know exactly. Brower [a
noted entomologist who "wrote the book”
on Maine butterflies and moths] never
recorded it in all his work, and I don’t know
of anyone who has seen it.”
"When does it fly?”
"July. That’s when I find it in Nova
Scotia.” And then he lapsed into an
impressive soliliquy discussing the range,
distribution and taxonomy of this particular
subspecies of Lycaeides, and its close
relationship to the very rare karner blue
butterfly. Paul loves to talk about butterflies.
In late July, the Josselyn Botanical Society
held its annual week-long meeting in
Machias. It seemed a convenient time to
combine some entomology with botany, so
I packed a butterfly net along with my plant
guides.
It so happened that one of the daily field
trips took us to a particular Conservancy
preserve that has several heaths loaded with
crowberry. The day was exactly the kind
you’d hope for in July downeast—clear blue
sky with a crisp salty breeze. It seemed like a
perfect day for butterflies to be flying, but I
really had no idea whether I was early for
the crowberry blue, or if I was too late. And,
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of course, I couldn’t be sure it would be
here at all. I was simply playing a hunch.
Bog coppers were flying in good numbers
on the heath. With a wingspan of less than
an inch, the bog copper is the smallest of the
copper butterflies. Its eggs and larvae are
found on cranberry, which grows in
abundance with the crowberry. This, too, is
an elegant tiny "bug,” as Paul says, with a
purple iridescent top wing and a snow white
underwing.
But they weren’t blue, and I was hoping
to see blue.
After about an hour of feeling guilty for
not botanizing with the rest of the group, I
decided that this was folly, and started to
leave the heath. But as always seems to be
true, just as I gave up hope a very definitely
blue butterfly fluttered by. And as always
also seems true, I deftly swung the net and
missed completely.
However, persistence over the next half
hour paid off. I saw another blue butterfly
(stalked it this time) and netted it. What I
retrieved from the net was a stunningly blue
butterfly, one that neither I nor anyone else
had ever recorded before in Maine. It was,
without a doubt though, the crowberry
blue. It is in Maine.
So a passing remark in a conversation, a
hunch and some luck yielded a new animal
species for Maine. This butterfly is officially
recognized as Lycaeides argyrognomon
empetri. It is one of three subspecies, the
other two being more northerly and
midwestern (in eastern and central Canada).
Until this July, the known United States
distribution of this particular species of
blue butterfly was limited to isolated
localities in Minnesota and northern
Michigan.
Finding crowberry blue in Maine is
certainly exciting. But given its extensive
range in Canada, it is not an endangered
butterfly. Neither is it particularly threatened
in Maine; two of the three sites where we
found it are already protected. It is, however,
an uncommon member of our fauna,
restricted to specialized habitats in a limited
area of the state.
When we protect unique or threatened
habitats—natural communities—we protect
all the plants and creatures that depend on
that habitat, whether or not we are aware of
their existence. Years ago, when the
Conservancy protected these wild shores
and heaths, no one knew about the
crowberry blues. Since then, we have gained
new insight about species and natural
communities; we have a keener eye and a
greater perception of what is, and what
might be.

Holidays!?
Once again, the jack-o-lanterns have just
been set out and it’s time to start thinking
about the holidays. We would like to
suggest the following as ideal gifts.

Maine Forever
Maine Forever, the guide to the Chapter’s
preserves, makes a perfect present. The
book contains descriptions of 55 preserves,
with full-color photographs, maps, and
illustrations. It will certainly be a favorite of
anyone who loves to explore Maine.
If you would like to have your gift
book(s) sent directly from the Chapter
office, please include a full name and
address for each recipient. If you would also
like to have us include your special card
with each book, please enclose the cards
(suitably addressed) with your order.
Just send $12.45 ($11.50 each for orders
of two or more) to Maine Chapter, The
Nature Conservancy, P.O. Box 338, 112
Main Street, Topsham, Maine 04086. This
price includes all postage and handling.

Memberships
Gift memberships in the Maine Chapter
are appreciated year-round, because they
include subscriptions to the bimonthly
Nature Conservancy News as well as Maine
Legacy, the Maine Chapter newsletter.
Membership also entitles friends and family
to enjoy our preserves with special
discounts on summer field trips and
publications.
Share Maine with a friend! All gift
memberships will be acknowledged with a
special holiday card for the new member,
and many thanks to you.

T-shirts and more
Genuine Nature Conservancy t-shirts,
sweatshirts, patches, caps, ties, and scarves
will add style to your holiday gift-giving. To
obtain an order form, please write to the
national office: Communications-Merchandise, TNC, 1800 North Kent Street,
Arlington, Virginia 22209. We suggest that
you order early.

We’d like to hear from you
We encourage your comments on the
newsletter. Articles, photographs and
illustrations are also welcome. Please be
sure to say so if you would like your
submissions returned.

Memorial gifts

Report from Seawall Beach
Biologist James Gibbs spent the summer
monitoring the piping plovers and least
terns at Seawall Beach for the Conservancy.
His work was made possible through the
cooperation of the Small Point Beach
Association (owners of Seawall Beach), the
Maine Audubon Society Least Tern
Project, and Bates College. Seawall Beach is
in Phippsburg, adjacent to the Conservancy’s
Morse Mountain Preserve.
James installed electric fencing and signs
to help protect the birds from predators
and people, and recorded the birds’
behavior and nesting success. The following
briefly summarizes his observations.

Piping plovers
Surviving early season nest predation and
spring tide flooding, piping plovers had a
banner year on Seawall Beach. A total of
nine pairs fledged 24 young, by far the
highest number in recent years.
In January 1986 the piping plover became
a federally protected species. Along the
Atlantic coast, it has been designated as
threatened, which means that the species
would continue to decline if not protected.
The Atlantic coast population (including
Canada) is estimated at 700 pairs. About
half of Maine’s population of these
beleaguered birds nests on Seawall Beach.
Piping plovers nest on the high beach
close to the dunes. The four eggs hatch in
about 25 days, and the downy chicks are
soon able to forage for marine worms,
insects and crustaceans. The eggs and young
are so well camouflaged that they are
unlikely to be seen unless stepped on. The
surviving young fledge in about 30 days.
The nesting plovers are naturally vulner
able to storm tides that can wash away the
nests. Skunks, raccoons, foxes, gulls, and
cats prey on the eggs and chicks. Threats
from humans include development that
destroys their beach habitat, and in some
states, off-road vehicles that can easily
destroy the nests and hidden chicks. Beach
goers and their pets can unintentionally

disturb the birds, exposing chicks and eggs
to the summer sun and predators.

Least terns
Least terns had a less successful season.
At the beginning of the season the birds
showed uncertainty about settling down,
but after the electric fence was installed,
they nested inside it in record numbers.
Seventy pairs used the beach, the largest
number recorded in 10 years. The Seawall
colony represented 65 percent of the least
terns nesting in Maine. The birds seemed to
respond to the protection from passing
beach walkers and their dogs provided by
the fencing.
However, late initiation of nesting
exposed many pairs to egg loss from
unusually high tides in July. Even more
devastating, on July Ila family of foxes
penetrated the electric fencing and destroyed
at least half of the eggs and chicks.
Fortunately, after Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife personnel caught and
removed one female fox, there was no
subsequent predation, but the losses were
already significant.
Next year, mesh electric fencing will be
installed in a continuing attempt to prevent
further fox predation, and provide a safe
haven for the terns.

Great Duck cleanup
Five wooden yurts, a plastic dome, and a
cabin set on one edge have been dismantled
and removed from Great Duck this
summer, along with astonishing quantities
of debris that accumulated during the 10
years the island was used for a gestalt
retreat. Volunteers also spent a weekend
cleaning the remaining log cabins, and
hauling away old insulation, plastics and
metal.

Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the Maine
Chapter:
Sterling Dow, III
Ethel Moyer Dyer
William and Gertrude Day
Wilmer McGowan
John L. Washbourne
Doris Walfers
We appreciate this memorial support
and extend our sympathies to their families
and friends.

Corporate memberships
We are pleased to have received support
from the following companies and welcome
them as Corporate Members of the Maine
Chapter.
Black Spruce Type/Graphics
Cooper Industries Foundation
Maine Color Service
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Bequest benefits land protection
and stewardship
Through the generosity of the late
Lispenard S. Crocker, the Maine Chapter of
The Nature Conservancy, together with the
Maine Audubon Society and Maine Coast
Heritage Trust, will equally share a two
million dollar bequest, believed to be the
largest single cash contribution ever made
to private conservation in Maine.
Mrs. Crocker, who was a life member of
the Conservancy, spent many enjoyable
summers at Heron Hill, her home in Kittery
Point. Though she traveled throughout the
world with her diplomat husband, and lived
for many years in New York City, she
always thought of Maine as her home. In
addition to her desire to support conserva
tion work in Maine, she was particularly
fond of great blue herons and wanted to
help ensure their protection. Her bequest
will greatly enhance our ability to protect
Maine’s rarest and most threatened natural
areas and wildlife.
By vote of our Board of Trustees, twothirds of the proceeds from Mrs. Crocker’s
bequest will be placed in the Conservancy’s
Land Preservation Fund; the remaining
one-third will be placed in our Preserve
Stewardship Endowment.
The Land Preservation Fund is a
revolving internal loan fund which is used
to provide interim financing for land
acquisition projects. It is replenished
through periodic fund raising campaigns.
Recently, the Conservancy’s Land
Preservation Fund has revolved approx
imately once every three years. We can
therefore expect the $440,000 from Mrs.

ON THE
NOVEMBER
BALLOT...

Crocker’s bequest allocated to this purpose
to protect approximately $150,000 worth
of land each year in perpetuity—a
cumulative total of $ 1.5 million in 10 years,
$3 million in 20 years, and so on.
In recognition of her extraordinary
generosity, one of the many outstanding
natural areas that her gift will help protect
will be named in honor of Mrs. Crocker.
The critical importance of the Land
Preservation Fund is indicated by the fact
that The Nature Conservancy has protected
an average of one million dollars worth of
land in Maine for each of the past three
years. By borrowing from the fund, the
Chapter is able to move quickly to save a
special place, then raise the money to

replenish the fund. Many of the Chapter’s
lands, Great Duck Island for example, were
acquired in this way.
Also, the Conservancy has acquired
some 12,000 acres of prime natural land
which has subsequently been transferred to
state, municipal and federal conservation
agencies in Maine for conservation and

public recreation purposes. Many of these
purchases on behalf of public agencies
would have been impossible without the
financial resources of the Land Preservation
Fund.
Approximately $220,000 of Mrs.
Crocker’s bequest will be placed in the
Conservancy’s Stewardship Endowment.
Interest and dividends from this endowment
help defray the costs of managing the
Conservancy’s 71 nature preserves through
out Maine, the largest private sanctuary
system in the state. Included in our
stewardship budget are the costs of
providing seasonal and year-round care
takers at some of our most popular
preserves, preparing trail maps and field
guides for distribution at preserves, and
conducting some two dozen guided field
trips annually. According to our best
estimate, approximately 25,000 people visit
the Conservancy’s Maine preserves each
year.
This year, as we celebrate our 30th
anniversary, we remember author-ecologist
Rachel Carson, who left a bequest that has
helped us protect 34 offshore islands and
numerous coastal preserves. Now, another
thoughtful and generous woman, Mrs.
Lispenard Crocker, has left a bequest that
will continue to benefit the people of Maine
for generations to come. Her legacy is one of
life—the birds, animals, plants and all living
things that find refuge on the lands her gift
will help protect. As the most prominent
species to benefit from Mrs. Crocker’s
generosity, we are deeply in her debt.
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